
The Shrine of  
the Holy Innocents 

 
A Holy Shrine dedicated to  

babies unborn and babies born too soon 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mount St. Alphonsus 
Esopus, New York 

The loss of a pregnancy, no matter how the 
loss occurs, is painful.  It’s important to 
allow ourselves time to grieve that loss. 

 

In our grief, we should always remember 
that our precious babies are in God’s care. 
That can be comforting, but we should do 
more as we grieve our loss.   

 

One way to help us grieve that many find 
helpful is to name their baby.  Whether 

your loss happened dec-
ades ago, or days ago, nam-
ing our unborn and having 
a place to visit in their 
memory can keep that 
bond that was created over 
days, weeks and months 
alive. 

 

Our Shrine will consist of 
more than 4000 memorial 

bricks, all placed on sacred ground.   

 

Watching over our shrine will be a large 
statue of St. Gerard Majella.   St. Majella is 
the patron saint of mothers and the un-
born. He lived in the 1700’s, dying at 
twenty nine years of age.  

 

Our babies have become angels now, but 
we will remember them forever! 

The Shrine of the Holy Innocents broke 
ground in the Spring of 2009 on the 
grounds of Mount St. Alphonsus in Esopus, 
New York. 
 
The Shrine will be one of the largest 
shrines in the world dedicated to babies 
unborn and babies born too soon.  It will 
become a home where mothers, fathers 
and other family members can come to 
grieve the loss of a baby.   
 
Memorial Bricks can now be purchased in 
memory of our beloved babies: 

 
$100   4x8 inch clay brick paver, engraved 

with 3 lines, 20 characters per line. 
 

$250   8x8 inch clay brick paver, engraved 
with 6 lines, 20 characters per line. 

 
 
For an additional donation of $25, the fol-
lowing symbols can also be added (with a 
special symbol, less space is available for 
word engraving): 

 
 



A Prayer for Our Unborn 
By Ellen DuBois 

 
 

Dear God, 

Please hold my unborn child in your ever-
loving embrace. Please let my child know 
that my love can't be erased. 

Please bless me on this earth and help to 
ease the pain. 
Please plant a seed 
within my baby's 
heart of sunshine, 
not of rain. Please 
help the days get 
easier and the nights 
go quickly by. 

Please hold my hand when I can't do 
anything but cry. Please increase my 
faith so I believe my baby is with You. 

Please forgive me when my sadness makes 
me come completely unglued. Please let 
my baby know that there'll always be a 
place within my heart, just for my baby, 
full of Divine Grace. 

And, when You call me Home to Your 
Kingdom up above, Please let me hold 
the baby I never held...but always loved. 

Amen. 
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